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San Ramon children and adults came out in mass on Saturday, Septem-
ber 24th for the dedication of the new Dougherty Station Community
Center and Library.  The opening of the two-story 28,500 sq. ft. Commu-
nity Center, Police Sub-station and Library successfully marks the
culmination of several years of planning.  The Community Center
features a 90-seat theater for lectures and performances, a fully-equipped
kitchen with a demonstration area, a large multi-purpose room, a tiny
tot room, lounge, teen center, dance studio, an art room with a kiln, two
conference meeting rooms, and a concession area.  The new library is
11,600 sq. ft. and includes 40 public computers with Internet access,
wireless hot spots at all seats, and automated check-in/out systems.

Thank you to all the residents who participated in the
Grand Opening and the Arts Walk & Festival.  Here are a few

photos taken during the festivities.

Volunteer
Opportunities
San Ramon has openings on several
Boards and Committees listed
below.   Interested residents should
submit completed applications to
the City Clerk no later than 5:00
p.m. on November 14, 2005.
Architectural Review Board

Applicant must be either a profes-
sional architect or landscape
architect

Arts Advisory Committee
Adult and student member
vacancies

 Economic Development Advisory
Committee
Applicants must qualify as a
Redevelopment area property owner
or business owner, or as a resident-
at-large

Library Advisory Committee
Open Space & Conservation

Advisory Committee
Adult and student member
vacancies

Senior Citizens Advisory Committee
Applicant must be a San Ramon
resident over the age of 55

Transportation Advisory Committee
Transportation Demand Manage-

ment Advisory Committee
Applicant must work in a San
Ramon business

Applications are also being
accepted for a San Ramon repre-
sentative to the Contra Costa
County Advisory Council on Aging

Applications are available
on the City’s web site at
www.sanramon.ca.gov

San Ramon Has a Successful Grand OpeningSan Ramon Has a Successful Grand Opening
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Street Smarts Celebrates One-Year AnniversaryStreet Smarts Celebrates One-Year Anniversary

◆ Grand Prize: $4,000 for traffic
safety improvements at the
winning school

◆ 1st Prize: $1,000 for traffic safety
improvements at the winning
school.

Street Smarts Skate Nights:  Co-
hosted by Golden Skate and the
City of San Ramon, Skate Nights
are held on the third Wednesday of
each month.  Students attending
Skate Nights will be eligible for
prizes.  At the end of the school
year, the school with the most
students attending the Skate
Nights will be treated to an ice
cream party.

For more information about Street
Smarts and how you can be involved,
contact Lisa Bobadilla, San Ramon
Transportation Manager at 973-2651
or Nicole Watson, Street Smarts
Coordinator at 314-3382.

school year.  Participating students
will be eligible for bi-monthly $10
gift card drawings.

Middles Schools – A bi-monthly
one-minute public service an-
nouncement (PSA) on specific
traffic safety themes will be
developed by students, and the
video will be aired on local cable
channels.

Mark Curtis, KTVU Channel 2
News Anchor

The City of San Ramon’s creeks
are very effective at maintain-
ing the flow of water under
normal storm conditions.
However, during torrential
rains flooding may occur.  The
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) is respon-
sible for protecting lives and
property from floods and other
natural hazards.  As part of its
National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP), FEMA has
generated a Flood Insurance

Be Aware of Your Property’s Flood Zone Designation

Rate Map which delineates flood
zone areas.  San Ramon Creek, San
Catanio Creek and South San
Ramon Creek are more susceptible
to flooding.

Property owners in or near flood
zones are encouraged to obtain
flood insurance.  Mortgage lenders
may require flood insurance regard-
less of your proximity to a flood
zone.    The City participates in the
NFIP Community Rating System
and as a result, San Ramon property

owners benefit from a discount
on flood insurance premiums.

To find out if your property is in a
flood zone, or for flood protection
assistance contact Rod Wui at
(925) 973-2686.  Flood maps and
flood zone brochures are also
available from Engineering
Services at 3180 Crow Canyon
Place, Suite 140.

For more information visit FEMA’s
website at www.fema.gov or
www.floodsmart.gov.

On October 3, 2005 the imple-
mentation of the second year of
the Street Smarts program was
announced.

The City of San
Ramon, Town of

Danville, Contra
Costa County, San

Ramon Valley Unified
School District, and Council of
PTAs embarked on a collaborative
effort to launch a valley-wide
campaign about traffic safety,
Street Smarts Phase II.

Street Smarts Phase II extends its
scope and activities by expansion
of the community awareness
campaign and development of a
Street Smarts website. Additionally,
Phase II includes:

Elementary Schools - A Poster
Contest and a presentation on
traffic safety are scheduled class-
room activities for the current
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for seven to fourteen children in
the provider’s own home for less
than 24 hours per day.

The Act, gives local governments
authority to place restrictions on
certain types of child care facilities.
In the City of San Ramon, large
family child care homes are re-
quired to obtain a City-issued land
use permit and a state license
prior to operation.  The City is
responsible for reviewing the
potential use impacts and can
place reasonable restrictions on the

With the rising cost of living in
the Bay Area, the need to maintain
a dual-income household has
created a growing demand for
quality child care services.
Acknowledging the growing need
for child care while preserving the
quality of life in our community,
San Ramon and the State of Califor-
nia have developed standards for
child care services.

 The State Legislature enacted the
California Child Day Care Act in
1984 to encourage the expansion of
child care services and to regulate
child care services in the state. The
Act allows for the operation of both
small and large family child care
programs in homes in residential
communities. A small family child
care home is defined as a home that
provides care for eight or fewer
children, and a large family child
care home is one that provides care

operation of large family child care
programs in the areas of noise,
parking, space and concentration,
and traffic.

Licensed small family child care is
considered a residential use of
property and is exempt from
zoning regulations. They are
permitted in all zones which allow
residences – including zones with
single family dwellings, apartments
and condominiums.

For additional information on San
Ramon’s Zoning Requirements for
Residential Child Care Facilities,
please contact the Planning Divi-
sion at (925) 973-2560.  State Child
Care Licensing information can be
obtained through the California
Department of Social Services,
Community Care Licensing Divi-
sion at (510) 622-2602, or http://
ccld.ca.gov

sidewalk and 14’ 6” from the
roadway.  For suggestions on types
of trees and shrubs to plant that are
drought tolerant and not problem-
atic for sidewalks, contact the City’s
Public Services Department.

Performing any modification to
the sidewalk in front of your
property requires an encroachment
permit which is issued by the
Public Services Department located
at 3180 Crow Canyon Place, Suite
140 (tel: 973-2670).

The encroachment permit applica-
tion can be downloaded at: http://
www.ci.sanramon.ca.us/engr/
images/encrprmt1.pdf.

To keep our walkways safe and clear
for pedestrian use, here are some
tips that you can follow:

■ If you encounter any cracks, uplift-
ing, settling or any other deficien-
cies to existing sidewalks, report it
to the Public Services Department
via our Citizen Request Manage-
ment Program by going to: http://
user.govoutreach.com/sanramon/.
Once the information is entered, it
will immediately be directed to the
appropriate staff for follow up.

■ Subsurface drains should not drain
over the sidewalk and into the
gutter as the flowing water can
develop into a tripping hazard.
Subsurface drains should drain
through cross-drains – a pipe

installed under the sidewalk that
carries water directly to the gutter.
To obtain the standard detail for
cross drains and a required en-
croachment permit, contact the
Public Services Department.

■ Installing root barrier material when
planting street trees helps guide
tree roots downward not horizon-
tally and will help prevent sidewalks
from cracking and uplifting.

■ The City of San Ramon has an
ordinance which requires that all
trees and shrub growth be trimmed
back by the property owner so they
do not encroach into the sidewalk.
Specifically, trees must be trimmed
so that lower hanging branches are
not leaning below 7’ from the

Sidewalk Safety Tips

City Responds to Child Care Services DemandCity Responds to Child Care Services Demand

Sidewalk Safety Tips
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Helpful San Ramon #’s
Building ...................................... 973-2580
Business License .......................... 973-2513
City Clerk .................................... 973-2539
City Council ................................ 973-2532
Human Resources ........................ 973-2503
Library ........................................ 973-2850

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n

City Council:
H. Abram Wilson, Mayor

Jim Livingstone, Vice Mayor

Dave Hudson, Councilmember

Scott Perkins, Councilmember

Carol Rowley, Councilmember

www.sanramon.ca.gov
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ARE YOU READY?  We have been
able to watch the news of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita has unfolded on TV.
A major earthquake in the Bay Area
will create its own problems, but two
things are certain:  OUR LIVES WILL
BE DISRUPTED, AND IT WILL BE AT
LEAST 72 HOURS BEFORE OUTSIDE
ASSISTANCE WILL ARRIVE.  On the
Gulf Coast, some areas did not
receive aid for a week or more.

It is critical that residents prepare for a
disaster by having an emergency plan,
food, water, supplies, medicine and
important personal information records.
To assist you in getting ready, the City of
San Ramon has placed the information
that you will need on our website.

You can access this information at:
www.ci.san-ramon.ca.us.  In addition to
specific files covering the range of
emergency preparedness information,

“disaster preparedness links” are
available.  These links will facilitate
obtaining information provided by
federal, state, county and service
organizations.

During a disaster, the website will
provide a “community bulletin board”
from which residents can obtain local
information and instructions.

The important question is: “ARE YOU
GOING TO GET READY?”

Almost 50%   of all property stolen
from vehicles in San Ramon in the
past year was from cars that were
not locked. To reduce your
chances of being the next victim:
remove visible items from your
vehicle, lock the car and close
windows and sunroofs, and park

in a garage whenever possible or in
well-lighted areas.

Start a Neighborhood Watch Group,
they are also deterrents.  The City’s
Crime Prevention specialist will attend
meetings and advise how residents
can identify & report suspicious
behaviors, maintain secure residences

and personal safety, and also coordi-
nate disaster preparedness efforts.

For information on establishing
Neighborhood Watch Groups or
other Crime Prevention issues,
contact Craig F. Cooper, Police
Department Crime Prevention
Specialist at (925) 973-3303.

Victim Prevention Activities EncouragedVictim Prevention Activities Encouraged

Prepare yourself in the event of a major earthquakePrepare yourself in the event of a major earthquake

New Dougherty Station #’s
Community Center ...................... 973-3350
Library ........................................ 973-3380
Police Sub Station ........................ 973-3300

Passport Services ......................... 973-2533
Planning ..................................... 973-2560
Police .......................................... 973-2700
Parks and Community Services .... 973-3200
Senior Center ............................... 973-3250
Olympic Pool ............................... 973-3240


